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[Abstract: This study analyses nature and patterns of entrepreneurial activities since the lunch
of Startup India Initiative (SII) in 2016. Between 2016 and 2024, more than 200,000 startups
were have been registered, with activity concentrated in Maharashtra, Karnataka, and Delhi.
Major startup hubs such as Delhi-NCR, Bengaluru, and Mumbai dominate the ecosystem. Key
sectors —consumer, business, health, finance and education—attract significant investments,
contributing to a self-reinforcing cycle of growth. Despite substantial job creation, innovation
remains limited, with only 3 percent of DPIIT-recognized startups holding patents. A critical
funding gap leaves over 68 percent of startups unfunded, hindering scale-up success and
sustainability. The findings highlight persistent issues in fostering innovation, enabling
successful scale-up, and achieving more equitable growth across India’s entrepreneurial
landscape.]
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The Institute for Studies in Industrial Development (ISID) is a public-funded,
non-profit, autonomous institution dedicated to conducting policy research, advocacy,
capacity-building, and outreach activities to foster the industrial transformation of
India.

Registered on October 7, 1986, under the Indian Societies Registration Act 1860, ISID in
1988, became one of the institutions that are supported by the Indian Council of Social
Science Research (ICSSR), (Government of India), through grants-in-aid. Since 2006,
the Institute operates from its own well-appointed campus located in the Vasant Kunj
Institutional Area in South Delhi.

The research themes and key projects are classified under following broad thematic
areas,

Industrial Structure, Employment, and Policies

Corporate Governance and Industrial Financing

Leveraging MSMEs and Start-ups for Industrial Transformation
Globalization, FDI, and Trade

Technology, Innovation and Industry 4.0

Green Industrialization

Spatial Dimensions of Industrial Development and Industrial Infrastructure
Sectoral Studies on Competitiveness of Indian Manufacturing
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ISID is recognized as a Scientific and Industrial Research Organization (SIRO) by the
Government of India. It is also listed on DARPAN portal of NITI Aayog (India’s Planning
Agency) as a recognized think-tank. It is also a member of the Asia-Pacific Research
Network on Trade (ARTNet) and the South Asia Network on SDGs (SANS) of the United
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP). ISID’s
Databases and e-resources are accessed by the academic community across the
country through the Information and Library Network (INFLIBNET) Centre of the
University Grant Commission (UGC).
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