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P V Narasimha Rao. The collapse of the 
former Soviet Union followed the fall of 
the Berlin Wall, ending the Cold War,
and Dubey helped the government navi-
gate the upheaval in global geopolitics. 
As the foreign secretary, he had to ad-
vise the government on making adjust-
ments without compromising national 
interests or pride.

An example of how this was done is 
before Operation Desert Storm in mid-
January 1991 when the United States 
(US) government sought overfl ights and 
refuelling US military aircraft to rapidly 
shift the non-lethal assets of the seventh 
fl eet to the sixth fl eet area to prepare for 
the operation. The US Note, hand-carried 
to the South Block by the US Chargé 
d’Affaires (Cd’A), stated that its govern-
ment sought India’s cooperation under 
its obligations fl owing from UN Security 
Council’s Resolution 687. Returning the 
note, Dubey said that it was framed in a 
language that he could not even consider
putting up for the consideration of the 
Indian political leadership. The Cd’A
returned soon carrying a fresh note that 

asked for help given the friendly relations 
between India and the US. The then 
Prime Minister green-fl agged the US re-
quest within a couple of hours.

Dubey was held in deep esteem and 
affection by the informed public of Bangla-
desh. Popular and respected, Bangladeshis
regarded him as one of the best friends 
of their country. Over the years, he trans-
lated, from Bangla to Hindi, the poems of 
Lalan Shah Fakir, sung beautifully on a 
summer evening by Farida Parveen at the 
India International Centre, New Delhi, in 
2017. His family shared his love for Ben-
gali poetry and music. 

Donning the role of professor came 
easy for Dubey when he retired from the 
foreign service. During the almost eight
years that he served in the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University (JNU), he remained 
remarkably productive and was a much 
sought-after teacher. JNU’s Professor
Emeritus, S D Muni, says a professor is 
expected to teach, conduct research and 
publish, and guide research scholars. 
Muni recalls that Dubey excelled in all 
three—he was a wonderful teacher, turned

out four books, and was a supportive and 
caring supervisor of doctoral students.

Later, in the next phase, as the serving 
President of the Council for Social 
Development, with which he was associ-
ated for over two decades, he demon-
strated his strong social vocation. He 
spoke up about the challenges faced by 
the people, including the lack of inclu-
sivity in India, growing unemployment, 
the gap between the rich and the poor, 
and the falling standards of public edu-
cation and health. In his passing, we 
have lost a part of our conscience. 

Jayant Prasad (bhuttilal@gmail.com) is a 
retired diplomat.

Notes

1  Text of the UN General Assembly’s Resolution 
2626 on the International Development Strate-
gy for the Second UN Development Decade, 
adopted on 24 October 1970, https://docu-
ments.un.org/doc/resolution/gen/nr0/348/91/
pdf/nr034891.pdf?token=cRi9AkL3xqugsJCC
oM&fe=true.

2  https://archive.pib.gov.in/archive/releases98/
lyr2003/rjan2003/04012003/r040120033.html.

3  https://webarchive.archive.unhcr.org/ 
20230521190758/https://www.refworld.org/
docid/3df4be624.html.
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ISID in collaboration with ICSSR announces a call for papers for the Second National Conference on India’s Industrial 
Transformation: Towards a Competitive, Inclusive and Sustainable Manufacturing Sector. India’s development aspirations 
cannot be realised without accelerated industrialisation creating decent job opportunities and fostering inclusive and 
sustainable development for its citizens. The industrial strategy needs to respond to the changed external context for 
manufacturing-led growth as well as explore the emerging opportunities in sunrise sectors that underpin the digital 
revolution and sustainable industrialisation. The Second Conference would discuss opportunities for manufacturing-led 
economic growth, building on the fi rst one. It would draw policy lessons from India’s development trajectory as well as 
from the global experiences of late industrialisers. 

ISID invites papers along the following broad themes: (i) Industrial Strategy for a Manufacturing-led Transformation; 
(ii) Harnessing the Potential of Foreign Direct Investment, Trade and Supply Chain Restructuring; (iii) Fostering Labour-
Intensive Manufacturing Sectors through MSMEs; (iv) Innovative activity and Digital Industrialization for Competitiveness;
(v) Leveraging Green Industrialization Opportunities; and (vi) Corporate Governance for Inclusive and Sustainable
Development.

Travel grants and accommodation will be provided to select young researchers. A selection of papers will be published 
by ISID through reputed publishers.

The deadline for submission of papers is 15th September 2024
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