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EDUCATION 

Name of the Institution Course Board/University Year 

Centre for International Trade and 
Development 

PhD (Economics) 
Jawaharlal Nehru 

University 
2014 

Centre for Development Studies 
Mphil (Applied 

Economics) 
Jawaharlal Nehru 

University 
2008 

Dr. John Matthai Centre M.A (Economics) Calicut University 2004 

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 

 Assistant Professor, Institute for Studies in Industrial Development (Since May 2015)   

 Research Associate, Indian Institute of Foreign Trade (March 2014−April 2015) 

 Research Fellow, Indian Institute of Foreign Trade (April 2008−December 2008) 

 Research Intern, Centre for Trade and Development (January 2008−March 2008) 

 Guest Lecture, Govt. College, Kodenchery, Kerala (July 2004−February 2005) 

RESEARCH INTERESTS 

International Trade and Industrialisation, Technological Change and Manufacturing 
Productivity Growth, Patterns of Industrial Growth and Structural Changes in India  

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS 

1) RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS 
a) Journal Articles 

1. Rijesh, R. (2025). Trade Liberalisation, Export Margins, and Competitiveness in the 
Indian Manufacturing Sector. Economic & Political Weekly, 60(13), pp. 40-48. 

2. Rijesh, R. (2024). Trade, Labour Reallocation and Productivity Growth in the Indian 
Manufacturing Sector. Indian Economic Review, 59(Suppl 1), pp. 327-353.  

3. Rijesh, R. (2023). Trade Reforms, Technology Import, and Firm Productivity in the 
Indian Manufacturing Sector. Economic & Political Weekly, 58(15), pp. 42-50.  

4. Rijesh, R. (2023). Economic Liberalisation, Structural Change and Productivity Growth 
in Indian Organised Manufacturing Sector, 1991–2016. The Indian Journal of Labour 
Economics, 66(1), pp. 131 - 154.  
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5. Rijesh, R. (2021). Liberalization, Import of Capital Goods, and Industrial Exports: 
Evidence from Indian Manufacturing Sectors. Global Journal of Emerging Market 
Economies, 13(1) pp. 81–103.  

6. Rijesh, R. (2020). Trade Liberalisation, Technology Import, and Indian Manufacturing 
Exports. Global Economic Review: Perspectives on East Asian Economies and Industries, 
49(4), pp. 369-395. 

7. Rijesh, R. (2019). International Trade and Productivity Growth in Indian Industry: 
Evidence from the Organized Manufacturing Sector. Journal of South Asian 
Development, 14(1), pp. 1-39.  

8. Rijesh, R. (2016). Productivity Growth in Organised Manufacturing Sector in India: 
Evidence from Technology Intensive Classification of Industries. Artha Vijnana, Vol. 
LVIII, Number 2, June, pp. 121-148.  

9. Rijesh, R. (2015). Technology Import and Manufacturing Productivity in India: Firm 
Level Analysis. Journal of Industry, Competition & Trade, 15(4), pp. 411-434.  

b) Book Chapters 

1. Rijesh, R. (2022). Trade liberalisation and Export Competitiveness of Indian 
Manufacturing Sector: An Empirical Study. in Rajesh Raj S. N. and Komol Singha (Eds) 
The Routledge Handbook of Post-Reform Indian Economy (pp. 157-183). Routledge India. 

2. Rijesh, R. (2016). Liberalisation and Industrial Development: A Study of Machine Tool 
Industry in India. in Veeramani, C. and R. Nagaraj (Eds) International Trade and 
Industrial Development in India: Emerging Trends, Patterns and Issues, (pp. 230-269). 
Orient BlackSwan, India. 

2) RESEARCH PROJECTS/CONSULTANCY 

1. “Liberalisation, International Trade, and Industrial Productivity: A Case Study of 
Organised Manufacturing Sector in India”. as Principal Project Director, funded by 
ICSSR. 2022-23 to 2024-25. 

2. “India’s Import from China: An Analysis of Impact on Indian Manufacturing Sector,” 
as External Consultant, Institute of Foreign Trade (IIFT), New Delhi, 2019-20.  

3. “Liberalisation, Technology Import and Industrial Development: A Study of 
Organised Manufacturing Sector in India,” Principal Project Director, funded by 
ICSSR, 2016-17 to 2018-19.   

4. “Linkage between the Growth of Manufacturing Sector as Reflected by the Annual 
Survey of Industries (ASI) and Export Growth Rates” as co-investigator, funded by the 
Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Govt. of India, 2015-16. 

5. “Managing India’s Trade Deficit with Large Trading Partners: Lessons and Prospects,” 
as Team Member, funded by the Department for International Development (DFID) & 
Ministry of Commerce, Govt. of India, 2014-15. 

6.  “Export Prospects for Indian Agricultural Products,” as Team Member, funded by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Govt of India, 2009-10. 

7. “India – Sri Lanka FTA Trade in Agricultural Products,” as Team Member, funded by 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Govt of India, 2009-10. 

8. “India – ASEAN Trade in Agricultural Products,” as Team Member, funded by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Govt of India, 2009-10. 

9. “EU – India Trade in Agricultural Products “as Team Member, funded by the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Govt of India, 2009-10. 
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3) ACADEMIC CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS   

1. ‘Revisiting the Export–Productivity Nexus: Plant-Level Evidence from Indian 
Manufacturing,’ at the Micro Evidence on Innovation and Development (MEIDE), 
held at University of Kerala, Kariavattom Campus, Thiruvananthapauram during 
December 11-12, 2025. 

2. ‘Impact of Product Sophistication on Export Performance of India’s Organized 
Manufacturing Plants, 2012–2019’, at the XVIII Annual Conference of Forum for 
Global Knowledge Sharing, with the theme “Innovation and Economy”, held at Indian 
Institute of Technology (IIT)-Indore during 05-06 December 2025. The paper is co-
authored with Prof. B. Goldar. 

3. ‘Trade and Manufacturing Productivity in India: An Industry-Level Study by 
Technology Intensity, 1991-2021’, at the Globelics International Conference 2025: 
Innovation for Sustainable and Inclusive Development to Build Resilience for Global 
Challenges’, held at Pretoria, South Africa, during 24th-—26th  November 2025. 

4. ‘Product Sophistication and Export Performance in Indian Organized Manufacturing: 
Evidence from Plant-Level data, 2012-2019’ at Third ISID National Conference on 
India’s Industrial Transformation: Towards a Manufacturing Strategy to Navigate 
Global Shifts held at ISID during October 29-31, 2025. The paper is co-authored with 
Prof. B. Goldar. 

5. ‘Trade Liberalisation, Export Participation, and Manufacturing Productivity in India’, 
at the 17th Annual Conference of Forum for Global Knowledge Sharing, held at Prof. 
S. Parasuraman Conference Hall, TISS Mumbai, 06th—07th December 2024.  

6. ‘Trade and Productivity Growth in the Indian Manufacturing Industry’, at the XVI 
Annual International Conference of Forum for Global Knowledge Sharing, held at 
VMCC, IIT Bombay, 24th—25th November, 2023.  

7. ‘Trade, Labour Reallocation and Productivity Growth in the Indian Manufacturing 
Sector’, at the 20th Globelics International Conference 2023 held at the Gulati Institute 
of Finance and Taxation, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India, 11th—14th October, 2023. 

8. ‘Trade, Structural Change and Productivity growth in Indian Manufacturing Sector’ 
at the 6th ASIA KLEMS International Conference on Productivity, Growth, and 
Resilience in the Asian Economies, held at Della Resort, Lonavala, Maharashtra, India, 
12th—13th June, 2023.  

9. ‘International Trade, Structural Change and Productivity Growth in the Indian 
Manufacturing Sector, 1991-2018’ at the ‘Two-Day Workshop on 75 Years of 
Productivity Growth in India’ organized by Centre for Development Economics, Delhi 
School of Economics and India KLEMS Project, 24th—25th February, 2023. 

10. ‘Does Technology Import Matter for Productivity? Evidence from Indian 
Manufacturing Firms’, at the 17th GLOBELICS International Conference, held at 
Heredia, Costa Rica, 03rd—05th November, 2021. 

11. ‘Trade Reforms, Technology Import and Productivity in Indian Manufacturing Firms’, 
at the 14th Annual International Conference of Knowledge Forum held at IIT Chennai, 
11th-13th October, 2019.  

12. ‘Trade Liberalisation and Export Competitiveness of Indian Manufacturing Sector: An 
Empirical Study’, at the 2-Day National Conference on ‘India after a Quarter Century 
of Economic Reforms -- The Benefits and Costs’ held at the Department of Economics, 
Sikkim University, 5th—6th October, 2018. 
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13. ‘Liberalisation, Capital Goods Import and Export Performance: Evidence from the 
Organised Manufacturing Sectors in India’, at the 54th Annual Conference of the Indian 
Econometric Society, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University, Katra, 7th—9th March, 2018. 

14. ‘Trade Liberalisation, Import of Capital Goods and Export Performance: Evidence 
from the Organised Manufacturing Sectors in India’, at the 12th Annual International 
Conference of Knowledge Forum, Bhubaneswar, Odisha, 10th—12th November, 2017. 

15. ‘Trade and Productivity in Indian organised Manufacturing: An Industry Level 
Analysis’, Indian Econometric Society (TIES) 52nd Annual Conference held at the 
Indian Institute of Management Kozhikode (IIMK), 4th—6th January, 2016. 

16. Workshop on 'Estimates of Productivity Growth for the Indian Economy using 
KLEMS database' held at the Department of Economics, Delhi School of Economics, 
University of Delhi, New Delhi, 17th December, 2015. 

17.  ‘Trade and Productivity in Indian Organised Manufacturing: An Industry Level 
Analysis ‘, at the GLOBELICS international conference, held at Havana, Cuba, 23rd—
25th September, 2015. 

18. ‘Economic Growth Policy Regime and Trade Performance in India since 
Liberalisation’, at the international conference on "Economic Reforms, Growth and 
Sustainable Development-Changing role of Institutions' Department of Economics, 
Central University of Kerala, Kasaragod, Kerala, 16th—18th February, 2015. 

19. ‘Liberalisation and Industrial Development: A Study of Machine Tool Industry in 
India’, at the GLOBELICS International conference, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 29th—31st 
October, 2014. 

20. ‘Technology import and Manufacturing productivity in India: Evidence from firm 
Level data’ at the Golden Jubilee (50th) Annual Conference of the Indian Econometric 
Society (TIES) & Valedictory Celebrations of Indira Gandhi Institute of Development 
Research (IGIDR), Mumbai, 22nd—24th December, 2013. 

21. ‘Trade and Productivity in Indian Organised Manufacturing: An Industry Level 
Analysis’ as an invited speaker for IGIDR Silver Jubilee Conference on Trade and 
Industry in India, 22nd —24th October, 2013. 

22. ‘Technology import and Productivity: Evidence from Indian Manufacturing firms’ at 
the GLOBELICS international conference in Ankara, Turkey, 11th -13th September, 2013. 

23. “An analysis on the determinants of Indian machine tool exports, 1980-2005”, 44th 
Annual Econometric Conference the Indian Econometric Society (TIES) held at 
University of Hyderabad, 3rd —5th January, 2008.  

24. Workshop on ‘Economic Reforms and the Evolution of Productivity in Indian 
Manufacturing’, held at SJMSOM, IIT Bombay, 18th—19th March, 2011. 

HONOURS AND AWARDS 

 Special Mention for PhD Thesis: Received a special mention from the Exim Bank for 
the International Economic Research Annual (IERA) Award, 2015. 

 National Eligibility Test (NET) Award: University Grants Commission (UGC). 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP  

 Member, Forum for Global Knowledge Sharing (Knowledge Forum)  
 Member, Global Network for Economics of Learning, Innovation, and Competence 

Building Systems (GLOBELICS) 
 


