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opposition political party members, were 
able to fi le legal cases to challenge the 
government. They questioned the “legal-
ity” of LPS and the possibility of its appli-
cation in Amaravati when there is LARR, 
2013 already in place at the central level. 
Contrary to the state government narra-
tive, the section of people who opposed
the LPS believed that LARR, 2013 and its 
provisions would protect their rights over 
the land. Specifi cally, they highlighted 
the provisions of consent, determination 
of public purpose, and social impact as-
sessment to question the authenticity of 
LPS usage in AP for avoiding the above 
provisions while procuring the land. 
They challenged the land categorisation
employed in LPS as it undermined their
lands in the payment of “benefi ts and
compensation” and legitimised the pro-
curement of multi-crop irrigated lands.

In addition to the dominant caste land-
owners, Dalits who possessed assigned 
lands fi led cases in the Scheduled Caste
Commission against differential compen-
sation and demanded “fair and equal” 
compensation on par with others. As the 
plots of lands given to the assigned lands 
in some villages were shown in the 
master plan in an area away from the 
village, they further claimed that it
would structurally exclude them from 
the newly proposed city and would lead 
to the creation of “Harijanawada” (refer-
ring to exclusion based on caste) in the 
“people’s capital.” Therefore, they de-
manded the withdrawal of the govern-
ment order that instituted the differenti-
ation and urged the government to abide 
by the central legislation LARR, 2013 as it
would guarantee compensation to as-
signed lands on par with patta lands.2

However, this belief in the usage of 
law and the capacity to employ legal 
means to contend the government was 
only possible for a few people. Many 
people who initially resisted giving land 
to LPS did not file a case in the court as 
they considered it would make their life
“diffi cult.” They cited the court expenses 
and the distance one would have to trav-
el as part of the case as the main reasons 
that discouraged them to file a case in 
the court. In addition, people feared that
approaching the court would not allow 
them to transact their land for fulfi lling

their moral obligations as the land in the 
court or litigation would not be pre-
ferred in the market. Additionally, peo-
ple’s lack of knowledge about fi ling cases 
and dealing with courts to protect their 
rights over the land has also curtailed 
their resistance. 

Thus, the LPS usage in AP depicts a 
case of persuasive land grab followed by 
a threat of expropriation using the LARR, 
2013. Though the state in AP used LPS as
legal innovation to LARR, 2013 and pro-
jected it as voluntary and participatory, 
it used LARR, 2013 as an alternative tool
to persuade the landowners to surrender
the lands to LPS. Finally, the article argues 
that the nature of land procurement 
through LPS in AP adds to the already 
identifi ed approaches employed by state 
governments in India to manage resist-
ance to land acquisition in their local-
ised political and economic context 
(Bedi and Tillin 2015). 

Notes

 1 https://www.ndtv.com/andhra-pradesh-
news/green-hurdles-for-amaravati-arm-twist-
ing-tactics-being-used-allege-activ-
ists-1237452.

2 As per Section 3(r)(iii), the defi nition of the 
landowner incorporates the assigned lands 
and Andhra Pradesh G O No 259 (Dated: 
21 June 2016) issued by the revenue depart-
ment, guarantees the compensation for the 
resumed assigned lands shall be paid on par 
with patta lands.
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